
 

Highsted Knowledge Organiser 

Year 11 Terms 3- 4: Drama 

What I need to know 
 
 
 

1. The style of theatre/the playwright’s 
intentions 

2. The themes/messages of the extract 
3. The relationships between 

characters/the emotions of the 
character 

4. The performance skills you will use 
5. What you want your audience to think 

and feel 
6. How you want your audience to react 
7. What impact you want to make on the 

audience 
 
 

Key Vocabulary  
 

Sub-text An underlying and often distinct theme in a 
piece of writing or conversation. 

Dramatic 
Intentions 

the decisions made by theatre makers to 
communicate meaning through their work.   

Themes What is a theme in drama? 

The most common contemporary 

understanding of theme is an idea or point 

that is central to a story, which can often be 

summed in a single word (for example, love, 

death, betrayal). 
 

Mood and 
Atmosphere 

the emotional feelings inspired by a piece of 
theatre. These feelings are established in order 
affect the audience psychologically and 
emotionally; establishment of the mood/ 
atmosphere helps to provide a feeling for the 
narrative. 

Style  The style of a play is how the work is 
presented on stage (for example, naturalistic, 
verbatim, physical theatre, epic theatre ect) 

 

Student reference point 
 
All students should recall the below techniques when rehearsing their extracts for component 3- Texts in 
practice 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Model Examples to guide you in your writing of your own dramatic intentions (roughly 150 words) 
 

 

 
 
Challenge question 
https://www.highsted.kent.sch.uk/assets/PDFs/Super-Curriculum-2021-GCSE/GCSE-Super-Curriculum-
DRAMA.pdf  
Suggested reading    
Your chosen script 
An Actor Prepares- Constantin Stanislavski 
 

 


