
 

Highsted Knowledge Organiser 

Subject Music 

Year 8 Term 1 – March & Fanfare 

What I need to know 
Chords – make up of triads 
The beginning of 
understanding harmony and 
accompaniment 
 
Creating contrast in a 
composition 
 
Distinctive features of a 
certain style of music 
 
Context 
 
 
 
 
 

Key Vocabulary  
 

Fanfare A musical flourish which announces the arrival of an 
important person, or the opening of an important 
event or occasion. 

March Music to accompany military walk with regular steps of 
equal length 

Triplet a rhythm playing three notes in the space of two 
Dotted Rhythm A rhythmic pattern which uses a long note followed by 

a shorter note. The ‘dotted’ part comes from the fact 
that the first note is usually extended by a dot, and the 
second note shortened by the value that dot has. 

Harmonic Series A harmonic series (also overtone series) is the sequence 
of harmonics, musical tones, or pure tones whose 
frequency is an integer multiple of a fundamental 

frequency.  
Imitation 
 

 

Oom-pah Low note followed by higher note(s) 
Repeated notes Repeating the same note, before moving to another 

note 
Andante 
 

Walking speed 

 
 
 
 

Student reference point 



 
 
 
Further investigation 
Why are louder instruments necessary for Fanfares 

 

Suggested Listening 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zQdK6HLN2qI   
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Szdziw4tI9o   
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vc4dx0wKKiQ    
 
 

 

 



Key Fanfares – Go the extra mile!
The 
Universal 
Pictures 
Theme –
Jerry 
Goldsmith

You will almost certainly 
recognise this quintessential 
fanfare from the beginning 
of some of your favourite 
films! Have a listen, and see 
what instruments you can 
identiify! 
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=zQdK6HLN2qI

’Sunrise’ 
from Also
Sprach
Zarathustra 
– Richard 
Strauss

This piece of music was 
written by German 
composer Richard Strauss in 
1896, but became 
particularly famous after its 
use in the 1968 film 2001: A 
Space Oddysey. How does 
the composer build up 
excitement and atmosphere 
in the music? 
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=Szdziw4tI9o

Fanfare for 
St 
Edmundsbu
ry –
Benjamin 
Britten

This piece of music was 
written for a ‘Pageant for 
Magna Carta’ in 
Edmundsbury Cathedral in 
1959 by British composer, 
Benjamin Britten. How many 
key features of a fanfare can 
you spot in here?
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=Vc4dx0wKKiQ

Instrumental Spotlight – what are the key instruments?
Brass

Brass instruments, including the 
trumpet, trombone and cornet, are used 
in fanfares because they are loud 
instruments. Fanfares originated in the 
military, and there are still particular 
fanfares which give particular orders to 
service personnel.

Percussion
Percussion instruments including the snare drum, 
glockenspiel and timpani are used in fanfares because they 
are loud and distinctive. Have a look at the picture of the 
timpani below – what kind of sound do you think it might 
make?
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Titled a March –
but begins as a Fanfare

Fanfare & 
March

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zQdK6HLN2qI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Szdziw4tI9o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vc4dx0wKKiQ


 

Highsted Knowledge Organiser 

Subject Music 

Year 8 Terms 2–4 Chord Trick 

What I need to know 
Chords - played on Ukulele, 
and piano (and guitar) 
Root note played on Bass 
guitar 
 
Beginning to develop skills on 
these instruments ready to 
choose after Christmas what 
they will focus on 
 
Vamping patterns on piano 
Strumming patterns on 
Ukulele (and Guitar) 
Strident bass lines 
 
 
 
 

Key Vocabulary  
 

Riff Short repeated pattern 
Drum Fill A short break that ‘fills’ in the gaps 
Bass line a low pitched instrumental part usually played by a 

bass guitar. The lowest part. Played one note at a time 
Melody One note at a time. Can be sung or played on an 

instrument. 
Rhythm part Played on unpitched instruments such as drums. 
Semitone 
 

The smallest distance between the 2 nearest notes on 

a keyboard  
Tone The distance covered by 2 semitones - I.e. there is 1 

note between  
Root The bottom note of the chord. Gives its name to the 

chord.   
Inversion 
 

Notes of chord played in a different order to the 
snowman (root position) 

Vamping Playing the chord in a pattern – sets a mood 

Major chord contains the 1st, 3rd, and 5th notes of a major scale 
Minor chord contains the 1st, flattened (lowered) 3rd, and 5th notes 

of the major scale 
Triad 3 note chord (play 1, miss 1, play 1, miss 1, play 1) 
Primary Chords I, IV, V (built on the 1st, 4th & 5th notes of the scale) 
Vamping patterns e.g. broken chord, oom-pah, block chords, rocking 

 
 

Student reference point 



 

 
Suggested Listening 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5pidokakU4I 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9oCgSE-Le0c 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qCswVk7oKGE 
 

 

 



C chord
C, E, G

G chord - G, B, D –
1st inversion

Am chord - A, C, E
1st inversion

F chord - F, A, C
2nd inversion

G7 chord - G, B, D, F
1st inversion

Chord – two or more notes played together at the same time

Intro -
Beginning

Verse –
lyrics 

change 
each verse

Chorus –
same 

lyrics each 
time 

Middle 8
Bridge –

new lyrics, 
new melody

Intro -
Ending

Pop song 
structure

Verse –
lyrics 

change 
each verse

Chorus –
same 

lyrics each 
time 

Chorus –
same 

lyrics each 
time 

Chorus –
same 

lyrics each 
time 

Amplifier 
(Amp)

Vocal 

Microphone
Jack 

Lead

XLR Lead
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Semitone = the 
next note, 
counting white 
AND black

Minor = 3 then 4 
semitones. 
Sounds sad

Major = 4 then 3 
semitones. 

Sounds happy

(if there 
is no ‘m’ 
in the 
chord 
name, it 
is major)

Left hand side of 
chord diagram = 

string nearest your 
chin

Layers of sound

Root position

Vamping patterns
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