
 

Highsted Knowledge Organiser 

Subject Music 

Year 7 Term 1 – Voice & Elements 

What I need to know 
The beginning of the building blocks of music 
 
Preparing for the Year 7 Concert 
 
Undertaking a Baseline Test to assess hearing 
and ability to sing and hold a beat 
 
 
 
 

VOCAL KEYWORDS 

Unison – singing the same notes at the same 
time together 

Melody – the tune! 

Harmony – singing higher or lower notes 
with the melody that sounds nice 

A Cappella – voices only, no instruments 

Rap – spoken word to a beat 

Beatboxing – creating percussive sounds 
using body percussion and your voice 

Call & response – question (call) and answer 
(response), like a musical conversation 

Work Song – a simple song often sung by 
slaves with a strong steady beat to keep 
them working 

 

Key Vocabulary  
Musical  
Element 

Definition Examples 

Structure The sections that make 
up the music, The 
overall plan 

Binary, ternary, 
rondo, arch, ground 
bass, intro, coda, 12-
bar blues 

Sonority The different 
instruments used within 
the music/The sound 
quality of each 
instrument/How it is 
played 

Orchestral, Pop Band, 
Chamber band, Solo, 
Choir Duet, Trio / 
Deep, light, clear, 
dark, harsh, mellow 
 

Dynamics The volume of a section 
of the music 

Piano, forte, 
crescendo, 
diminuendo 

Rhythm The pattern of different 
note lengths 

Semibreve, minim, 
crotchet, quaver, 
rests 

Metre The number of beats in 
a bar 

Simple duple, triple, 
quadruple, 
compound, irregular 

Tempo The speed of the 
pulse/beat 

Allegro, Adagio, 
Andante,  
Largo, Presto 

Texture How the different layers 
within the music relate 
to each other 

Thick, thin, 
Monophonic, 
homophonic, 
polyphonic, melody 
& accompaniment 

Articulation How notes are played Staccato, Legato, 
Marcato, Accented 

Pitch 

Melody = tune 
The intervals between 
different notes moving 
horizontally, one after 
the other 

High, low, ascending, 
descending, 
stepwise, Scalic, 
passing notes, 
repetition, phrases, 
ostinato 

Harmony – the intervals 
between notes when 
played together 
creating chords 

Major, minor, added 
7th, sus4, dim7, 
dom7 

Tonality The key the music is in Major, minor, modal, 
chromatic 

 

  



Student reference point 

 

 
 
 
Challenge question 
Learn the words by memory for the concert 
 
How the Voice Works On YouTube find: Quick Singing Tips | How the Voice Works 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0wr8RtOscq0 
You will be asked to write up 8 things you learnt at the beginning of the next lesson 
 

Recommended Listening 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LRP8d7hhpoQ 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0EY85NLv654 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OboHz6Mc5E0 
Breathing – Learning to Sing – Cord closure – High notes – Resonance – Brightness – Sound Balance 

 

 



It’s Theory Time!

Note Values
This is a Rhythm Tree – it is designed to help you identify 
what the symbols for different note values are, and how 
they relate to one another. Here are the note values!

Semibreve = 4 beats
Minim = 2 beats
Crotchet = 1 beat
Quaver = ½ beat
Semiquaver = ¼ beat

Notes on the Stave
Here are the notes of the treble (top line) and bass (bottom 
line) clefs. When the notes fall outside the five lines of 
music paper, we add extra lines called ledger lines. Here are 
some phrases to help you remember where the notes go!

Treble Clef Lines: Every Green Bus Drives Fast
Treble Clef Spaces: F A C E (in the space!)
Bass Clef Lines: Green Buses Drive Fast Always
Bass Clef Spaces: All Cows Eat Grass

The Elements of Music – the main 
building blocks



Musical 
Element

Definition Examples

Structure The sections that make up 
the music, The overall plan

Binary, ternary, rondo, arch, 
ground bass, intro, coda, 12-bar 
blues

Sonority The different instruments 
used within the music/The 
sound quality of each 
instrument/How it is 
played

Orchestral, Pop Band, Chamber 
band, Solo, Choir Duet, Trio / Deep, 
light, clear, dark, harsh, mellow

Dynamics The volume of a section of 
the music

Piano, forte, crescendo, 
diminuendo

Rhythm The pattern of different 
note lengths

Semibreve, minim, crotchet, 
quaver, rests

Metre The number of beats in a 
bar

Simple duple, triple, quadruple, 
compound, irregular

Tempo The speed of the 
pulse/beat

Allegro, Adagio, Andante, 
Largo, Presto

Texture How the different layers 
within the music relate to 
each other

Thick, thin, Monophonic, 
homophonic, polyphonic, melody 
& accompaniment

Articulatio
n

How notes are played Staccato, Legato, Marcato, 
Accented

Pitch

Melody = tune
The intervals between 
different notes moving 
horizontally, one after the 
other

High, low, ascending, descending, 
stepwise, Scalic, passing notes, 
repetition, phrases, ostinato

Harmony – the intervals 
between notes when 
played together creating 
chords

Major, minor, added 7th, sus4, 
dim7, dom7

Tonality The key the music is in Major, minor, modal, chromatic

Sonority /



 

Highsted Knowledge Organiser 

Subject Music 

Year 7 Terms 2 & 3 - Rhythm 

What I need to know 
The beginning of music notation and 
structure and composition 
Understand how different note 
lengths are notated  
Understand how patterns are grouped 
into bars and into structures with 
repetition and contrast 
Create patterns and be able to 
interpret them in sound through 
clapping or on a percussion (hit) 
instrument 
Understand how rhythm is the 
bedrock of most music around the 
world 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Key Vocabulary  
Silence Notated with rests 
Variation Slight alteration 
Bass Playing the djembe with the palm of the hand in the middle 

of the drum 
Tone Playing the djembe with the fingertips, on the edge of the 

drum. 
Slap Playing the djembe on the side of the drum, moving your 

hand across your body in a ‘slapping’ motion. 
Ostinato A repeating pattern 
 Call and echo One person plays a rhythm, and others copy it back. 
Call and 
response 

One person plays a rhythm, others respond with a  
different rhythm. 

Pulse A steady beat. The underlying count in the music 
Structure The organisation/layout/order of the piece of music. 
Polyrhythms 
(poly = many) 

Many rhythms played at the same time (at least 3). 

Texture How many different parts/layers are  
being played at once. 

Master  
drummer 

In West African Djembe Drumming – the leader - expert  
 of a group of drummers. The master drummer leads the call 
and response/echo. 

Unison Everyone plays the same thing at the same time. 
 

Student reference point 

 
 

  



Challenge question 
Create a longer composition – 32 bars in length – with a a structure of a, a’,b, a’’ 
Where each section is 8 bars long 

Recommended Listening 
Akosua Tuntum (traditional, from Ghana) 

He Lives in You (by Hans Zimer from ‘The Lion King) - African style rhythms and vocals. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rYBP_SmF_rA 

Homeless (by Ladysmith Black Mambazo) - South African vocal piece. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JFQ1TSzdpRA 

Female master drummers (Djembefola) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8VVbcFQMePo 

 



CONTEXT OF Sub-saharan DRUMMING
· Traditionally used to communicate over long 

distances.
· Sometimes accompanied by singing.
· Learned through aural tradition—not written 

down, but passed down through 
generations

Recommended Listening

Akosua Tuntum (traditional, from Ghana)

He Lives in You (by Hans Zimer from ‘The Lion 
King) - African style rhythms and 
vocals. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rYBP_SmF_rA

Homeless (by Ladysmith Black Mambazo) - South 
African vocal 
piece. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JFQ1TSzdpRA

Female master drummers (Djembefola)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8VVbcFQMePo

Bass Tone Slap

Rhythms can be made up of any combination of 
notes or rests, as long as each bar adds up 
correctly.
A dot after a note adds on half as much again:

A triplet squeezes three notes into the time it 
normally takes to play two:

Origins
The djembe drum is said to have 
been invented in the C12th by the 
Mandinke tribe in what is now Mali, 
in West Africa. It has been played 
by West Africans for generations 
forming an integral part of ritualistic 
life in Mali, Guinea, Senegal and 
other neighbouring West African 
countries.
Traditionally djembe rhythms and 
their matching dances would have 
been used for certain occasions, like 
celebrations. Mande people 
celebrate two major lifecycle 
events: birth ceremonies & 
marriages. Many tribal masks also 
have their own dances & associated 
rhythms, such as the Konden mask.

West African Djembe 
drumming 'West Africa' is made 
up of many different countries 
including Ghana, Mali, Niger, 
Nigeria, Burkina Faso and 
Guinea. There are hundreds of 
different African drums but the 
djembe is one of few that is 
played with both bare hands. Its 
huge popularity is down to the 
fact that it can create an 
unusually wide range of pitches, 
namely the bass (low), tone 
(medium) and slap (high). These 
sounds are created by striking 
different areas of the djembe 
skin with the hands.

The djembe has been an integral part of 
spiritual and ritualistic life in West Africa 
for many generations. It was 
traditionally only played by griots, well 
respected high-class court musicians, 
who used it for story-telling: passing on 
important historical, religious and 
cultural information to future 
generations. Griots were, and still are, 
respected as not just incredible 
musicians, but men of great knowledge, 
possessing centuries of wisdom passed 
down to them through their direct 
ancestors. The drum is inextricably 
linked with singing and dancing, and any 
aspiring djembefola (djembe player) 
must also learn the accompanying songs 
and dance moves to the rhythms they 
perform. Various dances have different 
symbolic meanings, and are performed 
at important events such as festivals 
calling for rain or a good harvest, or at 
ceremonies like births, weddings and 
funerals.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=C7HL5wYqAbU

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ibxPKsD
Zyes

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rYBP_SmF_rA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JFQ1TSzdpRA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8VVbcFQMePo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C7HL5wYqAbU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ibxPKsDZyes
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