
 

Highsted Knowledge Organiser 

History        Year 7 Term 1 

What I need to know 
England on the eve of the Battle of Hastings 

Key vocabulary 
Heir – somebody next in line to the throne 
Earl – a high-ranking and powerful member of the 
nobility 
Housecarls – the expert fighters in the English army 

Student reference point 
England circa 1060: 

• Was Ruled by Edward the Confessor. 
• Edward had no direct heirs, leaving it unclear who would be king after him. 
• Three men had claims to the throne: the English Earl Harold Godwinson, Harald Hardrada (from 

Norway – a Viking), and Duke William of Normandy (in France).  
The country was: 

• Heavily defended in the south but less heavily defended in the north. 
• Served by an army of volunteers but also had some expert fighters, the housecarls, who had axes 

which could chop a man in half. 
 

Challenge question 
What does the Bayeux Tapestry tell us about the story of England before the Norman conquest? 
Suggested reading  
https://www.bayeuxmuseum.com/en/the-bayeux-tapestry/discover-the-bayeux-tapestry/ 
 

 



 
 

History Department Standards 
Year 7 Term 1 

 
 

Topic Standard 
B S G P 

Skull work – 
Hubert 
Fitzroy 

I can work out 
several things 

from the 
information about 
the life of Hubert 

Fitzroy. 

I can work out 
and explain 

several things 
from the 

information about 
the life of Hubert 

Fitzroy. I might be 
starting to 

suggest some 
links between 
pieces of the 

information, e.g. 
where they 

support each other. 

I can work out 
and explain a 
good range of 
things from the 

information about 
the life of Hubert 
Fitzroy, and am 
making several 
links between 
pieces of the 

information to 
establish that my 
deductions are 

more likely to be 
correct. 

I can work out 
and explain a 
good range of 
things from the 

information about 
the life of Hubert 
Fitzroy, and am 

making extensive 
links between 
pieces of the 

information to 
establish that my 
deductions are 

more likely to be 
correct. 

England in 
1060 

I demonstrate 
some knowledge 

and understanding. 

I demonstrate 
some knowledge 

and 
understanding. I 
am able to answer 
the question with 

some factual 
support.  

I demonstrate 
some knowledge 

and 
understanding. I 

answer the 
question using a 

good level of 
factual support.  

I demonstrate 
good knowledge 

and 
understanding. I 

answer the 
question using a 

well-selected and 
detailed level of 
factual support.  

My strengths this 
term have been: 

 
 

My Next Steps in 
History are: 
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