
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Key Words: 
 

1. Human and Physical Geography: Where and 
how people live, settlements, population, 
communication, economics, culture, natural, 
land, sea, atmosphere.  

2. Where in the world: Land, sea, Continents, 
oceans, countries.  

3. Points of a compass and symbols: Direction, 4-
point compass, 8-point compass, bearing.  

4. Four and 6 grid references: Eastings, Northings, 
locate, direction.  

5. Scale and distance:  Measurement, straight 
line, curved, written, ratio, scale, OS map, 
distance.  

6. Contours: Relief, Height, Spot height, Layer 
shading, mountainous, steep, slope, valley, 
spur, ridge.  

7. Lines of latitude and Longitude: Equator, 
Meridian, hemispheres, Tropic of cancer, Tropic 
of Capricorn, Greenwich meridian.  

8. Describing a route: direction, landscapes, 
features, location, communication, relief, 
vegetation, drainage, scale, contours, latitude, 
longitude.  

 

Challenge: How would we know where places are if maps, direction and symbols had not been created?  
Websites:      Map skills (3dgeography.co.uk)  BBC Bitesize Cartographic skills  
Scale and distance video: Geography Map Skills https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K3aM0H7j_Jg 
Reading:  The most Famous Landmarks in the world – Samuel John, Royal Geographical Society – Map 
skills.  
Stretch Challenge:  Choose a location of your choice and describe the geographical position, physical and 
Human characteristics and what it is like to live there.  

Term 1: Introduction to 
Geography/Map Skills. 

Continents. 

A continent is one of 
Earth's seven main 
divisions of land. 

Contour Lines. 

Contour lines show 
elevation and the 

shape of the terrain. 

Learning Journey. 

Lesson 1: Human and Physical Geography. 

Lesson 2: Where in the world? 

Lesson 3: Points of a compass and symbols.  

Lesson 4: 4 and 6 grid references. 

Lesson 5: Scale and distance. 

Lesson 6: Contours. 

Lesson 7: Lines of latitude and Longitude. 

Lesson 8: Describing a route.  

 

Compass Points. 

A compass is used for 
navigation, location, 

and direction. 



 

 

Learning Journey 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Key Words: 
 

1. Evaporation, condensation, precipitation, 
surface water, ground water, transpiration, 
infiltration, impermeable, throughflow.  

2.  Source, tributaries, confluence, drainage 
basin, water shed, flood plain, mouth, 
drainage basin, erosion, transportation, 
deposition, traction, abrasion, saltation, 
solution.  

3. V - Shaped valley, interlocking spurs, 
waterfall, Gorges, hard rock, soft rock, 
plunge pool.  

4. Erosion, deposition, Meanders, oxbow 
lakes, inner bend, outer bend.  

5. Deposition, levee’s, delta, discharge, 
floodplain. 

6. Rainfall, impermeable rock, saturated soils, 
compacted soils, urbanisation, 
deforestation, interception, run off.  

7. Topography, river management, drainage 
systems, volume.  

8. Cyclones low lying land, monsoons, urban, 
embankments, aid, dam.   

 

Challenge: Can you identify and locate the longest river in the world, naming the continent and countries it 
passes through?  

 
Websites:                      1. National geographic for Kids 2. Rivers trust 3. BBC Bitesize 
Reading: Water cycles (DK life cycles), River’s paper back (Susie Brooks). 

Stretch Challenge: The Darling River is the longest river in the UK. How long is it and where is it based? How 
does this compare to the longest river in the world?  

1.The water Cycle 2. River Basins 3. Upper course of a 
river 

4. Middle course of a 
river 

5. lower course of a 
river 

6. River flooding 7. Flooding in the 
UK 

8.Flooding in 
Bangladesh 

Year 7 Rivers Knowledge Organiser. 
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