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What I need to know 
 
Each student is required to complete a Devising log 
documenting the creation and development of 
their ideas to communicate meaning through a 
devised piece and analysing and evaluating their 
individual contribution to the devising process and 
the final devised piece. Students are also expected 
to have clear dramatic intentions for their devised 
pieces as a whole group and as individual 
performers. 
 
 
 

Key Vocabulary  
 

Evaluation To evaluate is to make a personal judgement 
about the performance using the available 
evidence 

Dramatic 
intentions 

Refers to the decisions made by theatre makers 
to communicate meaning through their work 

Audience 
Response 

How the group of people watching the 
performance react in relation to the dramatic 
intentions, genre, style or characters. 

Atmosphere The interaction between the audience and the 
mood of a drama performance. 

Analyse Questioning the performance to gain a better 
understanding of the overall message, style, or 
even characters 

 

Student reference point 
You will need to write dramatic intentions for your upcoming devising performance. Below are some examples: 
 

In the performance I aim to show… 
A judge who aids the events of Diana’s death by reacting to the evidence provided during 
the court scene to provoke thoughts in the audience by using facial expressions, using 
spass and breaking the fourth wall. To display this character I age myself into and old 
man with a deep and slight husk to my voice. This contrasts with my first role that is an 
audio recording where I am the newscaster. For this role I use an informative tone and 
deepen my voice, my aim is to be assertive and immediately gain the attention audience. 
 
In this performance I want the audience to… 
Question and evaluate whether Diana’s death was an accident, I aim to provoke critical 
thinking in our audience and I want them to debate whether the monarchy are 
responsible for the death of Diana. 

In the performance I aim to show… 
That I am performing a renowned character, Prince Harry, to demonstrate a 
representation of the benefits of the Monarchy in Britain. Some skills I aim to show 
include deep pitch, maculine posture and Received Pronunciation accent. I also aim to be 
confident in breaking the fourth wall on numerous occasions to implement debate within 
the audience, as our piece is in the style of Epic Theatre. Additionally, I multirole as 
female reporters (where I use a more informative tone) to show my ability to have 
contrast in characterisation.  
In this performance I want the audience to… 
Respond to my demonstration of Prince Harry with critical thinking and evaluate the 
value of a Monarchy, as opposed to a Republic in this country. I would also like the 
audience to consider and question the impact of the media on the Monarchy. 



In the performance I aim to show… 
I am demonstrating a character should recognise: Dodi Al Fayed. I aim is to imply my 
love for Diana is strong and, in the first half, hold Henri Paul responsible for the accident. 
To make this character believable for the audience, I will use a range of physical and 
vocal skills to keep in the style of physical theatre, using a strong masculine gate and 
formal tone.  
I also multi-role as the character Camilla, and as this character I have no dialogue, 
therefore I need to present my character acutely through my physicality. I will use an 
elegant posture and gait to show the difference between my feminine and masculine 
characters. As Camilla, I aim to show my love for Charles.  
 
In this performance I want the audience to… 
I want the audience to experience a moving performance and feel sympathy and 
empathy for Diana. I want them to feel emotionally connected to Diana and understand 
her fear by using my main character, Dodi Al Fayed, to aid their perception. I want to 
create a tense and dramatic atmosphere for the audience by demonstrating my physical 
and vocal skills.  

 

Challenge question 
- What are your individual dramatic intentions? 
- How do you want to audience to respond to your performance? 
- How successful where you in achieving your group aims? 
- What would you like to develop further as a performer? 

Suggested reading    
 
AQA GCSE BBC Bitesize. 

 





 


