
 

Highsted Knowledge Organiser 

Year 7 Art – Terms 1 & 2 Portrait Project 

What I need to know 
To be able to explore and experiment with tone using different ways of 
drawing with a variety of materials. Importance of looking/observing 
from life. Use of media explored appropriately in different contexts.  
To gain an understanding of colour mixing and blending and know how 
colours are arranged on the colour wheel. Learning to paint with more 
skill and control.  
To understand and apply the meaning of key words in art. To reflect and 
evaluate effectively.  
To learn to use drawing and painting as a form of expression and 
communication.  
To Investigate and analyse the working practices of several artists.  You 
will be able to remember and describe these and interpret these 
approaches in your own work.  
To research and organise a range of visual material in a sketchbook.  
To develop your own ideas resulting in a personal and visual response 
which you will reflect upon, explaining techniques and processes 
employed. Adapt and refine work as a result of using this process.  

Key Vocabulary  
Drawing, mark-making, media, 
form, line, tone, shape, texture 
and detail.   
Scale, space,  Colour, hue, 
primary, tertiary, secondary and 
complementary colour,  cool and 
hot colour, Light, tint, tone and 
shade, monochrome 
Transparent and opaque and 
translucent,  Colour wheel, 
colour theory,  Visual language, 
style, broken colour, saturated, 
less saturated, layers, local 
colour.  

Student reference point 
Brief: To create a sketchbook of work and an A3 self-portrait final piece. We will be working from direct 
observation using 2B pencils and experimenting with painting in the final piece. We will explore the colour 
wheel, and you will be using your imagination to create an aesthetically pleasing composition. We will be 
analysing a range of portrait artists from different times and cultures.  
Artists inspiration: Berthe Morisot, Frida Kahlo, Kathe Kollwitz, David Hockney, Picasso, Escher, Tamara De 
Lempicka, Lois Mailou Jones, Giovanni Civardi, Vanessa Bell, Lucien Freud, Jenny Saville, Graham 
Sutherland, Henri Matisse, Johannes Vermeer, Fernand Leger, Rembrandt, Van Gogh, Gary Hume, Ali 
Cavanagh. 
Techniques: (See slides and video demonstrations on PowerPoint) 

• Drawing, tone, mark making and proportion. 
• Colour relationships – primary, secondary, tertiary, complementary colours, warm and cool colours, 

tint, tone and shade. 
• Painting and key terms – layers, broken colour, blending smoothly, mixing, flesh tones, opaque, 

transparent, saturated, less saturated, wash, mood, narrative, symbolism. 
• Artist transcription using paint  
• Artist analysis using Content, Mood, Form, Process framework and research using ICT 
• Developing Ideas 
• Exploring techniques of ‘Stages of Painting’. How to start a painting and continue through to 

completion – wash, monochromatic study, shape, proportion, flesh tones, local colour, broken 
colour, reflective colours, shadows, highlights.  

• Create a final painting 
Challenge question 

• How would you represent your identity in a picture?  
• What symbolic elements did Frida Kahlo use to represent her identity in her work?  

Suggested reading  
• Danger Women Artists at Work Debra N. Mancoff 
• https://www.tate.org.uk/ 
• https://www.npg.org.uk/ 

 
 


