
 

March 2014 
 

 
Dear Parents  

 

As the Spring Term draws to a close it seems 
appropriate to pause and reflect on several aspects of 

school life that demonstrate the commitment and enthusiasm 
that is at the heart of the Highsted community. 
 

In February, the School Council secured our newly 
accredited Fair Achiever Status, an acknowledgement of the 
work that has been undertaken within the Highsted 
community over the last four years to teach and support 
Fairtrade as part of our extended curriculum.  
Congratulations to all students involved and keep up the good 
work in maintaining awareness about this important 
initiative. As an extension of the Fairtrade initiatives in 
school, the popular Brains and Bananas quiz held as part of 
Fairtrade Fortnight, culminated in F4 being presented with a 
delicious hamper that was packed with irresistible chocolate 
goodies – well done to everyone! 
 

At the beginning of March, once again the school opened its 
doors to the Over-55 Fellowship Concert; the afternoon 
involved guests being served an array of school-baked cakes 
made by students in Year 7, 8 and 9 to over 80 guests! The 
musical ability of our students was showcased superbly 
through a variety of vocal, choral and orchestral contributions 
which proved enjoyable to all present.  Our thanks go to the 
students involved in using their talents for the enjoyment of 
others and we look forward to celebrating all things musical 
in our annual Spring Concert – please do come along to 
support us! 
 

On the 6th March Highsted celebrated World Book Day, a 
national event that promotes the importance of reading for 
pleasure. The event, originally created by UNESCO, is a 
celebration observed in over 100 countries all over the world. 
At Highsted an array of activities were kick-started by Mr 
Carvell in the English department and involved a series of 
presentations from students keen to share their passion for 
reading and books.  The recent Readathon event, also led by 
the department in collaboration with the LRC, raised a 
staggering £1300; well done to our avid readers! 
 

At Highsted, because we believe our students deserve a good 
and comfortable working environment, we have improved

 further the fabric of the building by creating the newly 
opened one-to-one tuition suite. This resource has been 
designed to enhance the current learning space for students, 
and enables individuals to have a quiet place within school 
to work under the supervision of the KS4 Learning Mentor, 
Miss Calver. I am delighted that this new provision has 
already received positive feedback from students. 
 

This month also saw members of Year 7 extend a warm 
welcome to sixty Belgian students from Mouscron, a little 
Belgian town that boarders Lille. The students, in their first 
year of studying English, met their Highsted pen friends for 
two hours of bi-lingual language activity! We would like to 
thank Miss Smith and her colleagues in the MFL 
Department for enabling this enrichment opportunity to 
take place. Further MFL enrichment this term culminated in 
our long-standing German Exchange to Erlangen. This 
exchange, which started with just four students travelling 
alone in 1982, is now a regular part of our spring and 
summer calendar. Miss Allen, Mr Johnson and Mrs Watson 
accompanied over thirty students to meet their partners and 
commence what we hope will be the beginning of some 
life-long friendships!  Our thanks go to the staff for giving 
their time so generously to support our girls. 
 

So, as I draw this section of our newsletter to a close, Eliot 
House would like me to inform you of their approaching 
Quiz Night which will take place at Highsted on 1st May in 
aid of the Children of Kerala. This event forms part of our 
on-going House Charity programme and promises to be a 
great night for family and friends. As you know Highsted 
students put a lot of energy and commitment into raising 
funds for those in less advantaged situations; do come 
along and support this important charity! 
 

I hope that you enjoy reading about the many events that 
our girls have been involved in and our congratulations go 
to all students in recognition of their success. May I remind 
you the new term commences on Tuesday 22nd April 2014 
and I am sure it will prove to be another hectic term! 
 

Thanks to all of you for your continued support. Best 
wishes for the holidays.  
 

 
 
 

 
ANNE KELLY 
Headteacher 
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Learning Resource Centre 
 
On Thursday 6 March World Book 
Day was celebrated at Highsted. 
 
The LRC Managers arranged for all 
Years 7, 8 and 9 students to receive a 
£1 World Book Day token.  These 
could be used by students to purchase 
specially printed books costing just £1 
or to go towards the cost of other 
books.  Also, continuing the focus on reading for pleasure, 
there were many books on display in the LRC, including staff 
and student recommendations.   
 

One thing that 
created much 

excitement 
amongst Year 7 
students was the 
collection of a 
free book from 
the LRC during 
periods one and 
two.  The LRC 
Managers had 
been collecting 

books over many months so that they could be given out to 
coincide with 
World Book Day.  
The aim was to 
accumulate a wide 
selection of books 
at a cost to the 
department of £1 
per student.  This 
was achieved by 
using commission 
earned from book 
fairs and book clubs, as well as taking advantage of special 
offers.   

The LRC Managers 
were very pleased 
with the success of 
this idea and are 
already collecting 
books for next year! 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
World Book Day: Riddles Competition Winners 
 
To coincide with World Book Day, the English department 
compiled a competition for Years 7 and 8, in which students 
had to guess which literary characters were being described 
in the riddle.  Lots of students answered all eight correctly, so 
their names were placed into a hat and winners were picked!  
Here is a list of the winners: 
 
Year 7 - Emily Russell, Elena Jury and Jodie Lungley 
Year 8 - Amber Petch, Rosie Milns and Leandra Godowski 
Well done to you all! 

Eliot ‘Old School’ Quiz Night 
 
We are currentlty taking bookings for the Eliot ‘Old 
School’ Quiz Night on Thursday 1 May at 7.30pm.  The 
cost is £5 per person, with tables of 6-8 people.  Snacks and 
soft drinks will be provided but you are welcome to bring 
your own wine/beer and extra snacks.  There will be a raffle 
and tickets will be on sale during the evening.  Please 
contact Miss Cutler for more details. 
 
 
Highsted achieves Fairtrade Status! 
 
Four years ago, the 
School Council 
started a process to 
achieve Fairtrade 
status.  Over this 
time, Highsted has 
utilized Fairtrade 
products at all of it’s 
events, including tea and coffee.  We have also made an 
effort to teach and support Fairtrade as part of our 
curriculum, offering students a chance to become involved.  
Highsted is proud to announce that on the 5 February 2014, 
we were awarded our Fair Achiever status, which carries 
right through until 2017!  We are extremely pleased that we 
have been awarded this honour and as a school will 
continue to support Fairtrade! 
 
 
Fairtrade Week 
 
For the duration of Fairtrade Week (3rd-7th March), the 
School Council and Mrs Hill carried out a series of 
Fairtrade related fundraising events.  This was to celebrate 
our newly accredited Fair Achiever status and to continue 
raising awareness of the importance of supporting 
Fairtrade.   
 
During registration, every form group completed 
the Fairtrade 'Bananas and Brains' quiz, competing for the 
prized Fairtrade hamper 
(pictured below), mainly 
consisting of chocolate 
treats!  
 
Throughout the week, other 
activities were run by the 
School Council and Mrs 
Hill during lunchtimes, 
such as the selling of 
Fairtrade chocolate 
brownies, fruit skewers and 
milkshakes, a Banana 
Treasure Hunt and a 
Fairtrade chocolate relay 
race.  On Friday lunchtime, 
Miss Kelly presented the hamper to the winners Mrs 
Burnett's form F4 
  



Visit of students from Collège Ste Marie to Highsted  
 
On Friday March 14, 60 
students in their first year 
at the Collège Ste Marie in 
Mouscron, Belgium, 
visited Highsted and spent 
periods 1-2 in the Hi-Pod 
engaged in a variety of 
French / English language 
activities with 7.3 and 7.4. 
 
Meeting our penfriends from Belgium for the morning was 
really enjoyable, especially the game of Guess Who.  We 
played in French because I learnt some new questions and it 
was strange playing it in a different language!  It was a great 
experience having a friend that spoke a different language 
and lived in a different country because it was fun learning 
about their life and culture and it tested our French 
knowledge.  

By Elena Jury - Year 7  
 
On Friday 14 March, me and some other Year 7’s got to meet 
our Belgian penfriends for the first time. When we got to the 
Hi-Pod, we had to find our name on a table and sit on that 
table. After a few minutes, the Belgians arrived in the Hi-
Pod, they were also quite nervous to see us for the first time 
as well. When we were all assembled in our groups, it was 
time for the first activity. We sat with our penfriend and we 
had to ask some questions in French for example, Tu aimes 
l’école? Then, they answered back saying oui or non. After 
we answered our questions, they had to ask questions to us in 

English.  We had break later on 
and we shared lots of lovely food. 
After that, it was nearly time for 
the Belgians to go and we all felt 
very sad. We said goodbye to our 
penfriends and then they went. I 
really enjoyed the morning 
because it gave me a chance to 
build up my confidence with 
French speaking and also it was 
good to meet someone from a 
different country. Overall, it was a 
very exciting morning.   

By Emily Jepson – Year 7 
 
On Friday the 14 of March, 7.3 and 7.4 had a visit from their 
pen pals. It was a exciting morning and I enjoyed it very 
much.  Finally we saw the Belgians arriving. I was trying to 
figure out who was who and which one was my pen pal. On 
each table there was a list with names on it saying who was 
where. We all waited patiently but then my pen pal sat in 
front of me. Her name was Celi. Once everyone was seated 
and ready our teacher Miss Smith announced what we were 
going to do for the morning. It was interesting seeing our 
teacher speaking fluent French.  My most favourite activities 
were playing Guess Who and writing down what their time 
table was. For Guess Who we had to describe what the face 
looked like. Since we learnt hair colour and eye colour it was 
pretty easy. On the other hand writing down their time table 
wasn’t but I enjoyed it because you could see how many 
lessons they had and how long they had them for. I have 
learnt from the experience how fast to speak French and how 
to say glasses, hats, and the different types of gender. It was 
an experience for everyone and I thoroughly enjoyed it.  

By Eleanor Gilbert – Year 7 

Team Maths Challenge 
 
We started off the day with a short 
mini bus journey to Westlands 
School.   When we got there we 
were quite confused and we did not 
really know what to expect.   Firstly 
we started the day by completing a 
small booklet that contained 10 questions.   It was really 
fun as we split the questions up in our team of four and 
helped each other if we got stuck on a certain question. The 
questions were very challenging but as Abbie, Chloe, Emily 
and I worked well as a team we were able to work through 
them. We were then given a cross number to complete 
within a tight time limit – it was difficult as we did not 
know where to start but once again, we got through it okay.  
After this we had a forty minute break where we got to 
explore part of the school, eat our lunch and get to know 
the other participants. The next two rounds were the head to 
head activities, we had to guess the next number in the 
sequence whilst against another group.  At one point both 
of the Highsted teams went up against each other and we 
managed to draw (with no answers wrong).  As we 
progressed the sequences got harder, and our team drew 
against most of the other groups.  It was really interesting 
having to beat other groups from other schools.  Lastly, we 
participated in a relay race where (reluctantly) we had to 
run.  This was probably the hardest part of the day as the 
questions were very hard and also quite puzzling. The final 
part of the day was the announcement of first, second and 
third place.  We were very surprised to find that we came 
third.  We had to walk down the hall in front of everyone 
which was very embarrassing to receive a hand shake and 
have our picture taken.  Overall the experience was very 
exciting and really boosted our confidence in our maths 
skills. We’d like to thank Mrs Burnett for giving us this 
opportunity, Miss Umbers for driving us there, the three 
sixth formers who spent their “day off” helping us. 
 
 
Athletics 
 
Our Years 7 and 8 Indoor Athletic teams 
progressed to the Kent School Games 
Final. Our Year 7 girls; Tierney Sharp, 
Charlotte Lawrence, Lauren Scott, Elena 
Jury and Olivia Evans put in fantastic 
performances in the track events, while Ruby 
Wratten produced great jumps in the field events. Together 
they worked as a team to secure 6th place out of a possible 
12. A fantastic achievement for their first event at 
secondary school level. 
 
Our Year 8’s also put in a superb team performance, with 
Holly Jones, Ellie Walker, Emily Cromtpon, Victoria 
Wiesmath, McKenzie Forder and Polly Thomas 
showcasing their talent in the track events, while Katie 
Bigland and Angeli Rago excelled in their field events. As 
a team they were placed 5th out of a possible 12 and were 
extremely proud. 
 
It was a wonderful team effort by all involved and we will 
work on improving our performances so that we can do 
even better next year. Well done girls! 



Raising Money for MS Centre 
 
Last year, the School Council raised an almighty £1028.66 to 
go towards funding for 
the construction of a 
new Multiple Sclerosis 
Therapy Centre based in 
Canterbury.  This 
amazing amount was 
reached by holding 
many events, including a 
very successful school 
non-uniform day and 
cake sale.   
 
The appeal to build the new site was launched 2 years ago, 
with a target of £1.3 million in mind; Frank Brake, a local 
businessman generously agreed to match the final amount 
raised.   
 
Sarah Franklin, Head Girl, invited Mary Daly to 
Highsted, where she gave an assembly about MS and how the 
building project would aid people diagnosed with the illness. 
Recently, the final target was achieved and Miss Kelly, along 

with school 
council members 
Sarah Franklin, 
Nicola Cook and 
Hayley Watson, 
were invited to 
watch the 
beginning of 
construction for 
the MS centre. 
 

In conjunction with this, Highsted supported the Purple 
Rabbit Emporium which also raised money for the MS 
Centre by selling handmade Christmas decorations (made by 
Jacqueline Saffery, who is an MS sufferer herself and a 
friend of the school); these were on display in the school 
reception. 
 
Congratulations to the School Council for organising these 
events and thank you to everyone who aided the funding of 
this very worthy cause! 
 
 
Kent Schools Swimming Championships 
 
In January a squad of students took time out 
of their busy weekends to compete in the 
Kent Schools Swimming Championships. 
To date it was the largest squad we had 
competing in both the individual and team 
events. All girls swam well and we had a number of personal 
best times. Especially well done to the U16 relay teams who 
made the final in both the Medley and Freestyle relay, 
coming 4th and 6th in the whole of Kent, and to Georgia 
Collett who came 6th in the Individual Medley. Well done to 
all who participated in this event. 
 
The Squad – Katie Gaffney, Tierney Gudgeon, Aiden Sharp, 
Ellie Abela, Lauren Cook, Rebecca Crouch, Georgia Collett, 
Olivia Hawkins, Nicola Crouch, Polly Thomas, Tierney 
Sharp, Jess Sheather, Lauren Scott, Sienna Bailey. 
 
 

U18 Football Winners 
 
The U18 football team became joint winners of 
the Kent Cup Competition, meaning they are 
the best team in Kent for the second time! 
 
The girls had a perfect start with Bryony 
Jacobs scoring an amazing goal in the first 
half. They maintained this lead for the 
majority of the second half but the other team (Rainham 
School for Girls) stepped up their game and equalised with 
10 minutes to go. Both teams battled hard in extra time with 
nothing separating them. Unfortunately, due to a Kent FA 
school rule there are no penalties in the final, they must 
have known we had a Gillingham goalkeeper in goal!! Well 
done to all the students involved, you have all made 
Highsted proud and it was a brilliant way for this team to 
end their school career – let’s hope they all continue to play 
in university. 
 
The Squad – Jemma Barton. Grace Butcher, Bryony 
Jacobs, Courtney Shanly, Hannah Roberts, Jessica 
Stoneham, Atlanta Mclean, Emily Neilson, Amelia Henley, 
Alex Gillingham, Chloe Cavenagh, Amy Thomas, Natalie 
Fagg, Holly Plumb 
 
 
Netball Update 
 

Well done to all the girls who have represented 
Highsted in the Kent Schools Netball 
Tournaments throughout the year. The girls 

have worked hard in training and all the squads 
have made improvements from last year’s 

performance. Of course all squads have also 
maintained the standard of beating the schools in 
Sittingbourne – winning fixtures against Fulston and SCC! 
Well done girls! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Collecting Pupils from School… 
 

Could we please remind you that you are not allowed to 
park in the school grounds at any time, regardless of 
circumstances, to collect pupils.  We have limited car 
parking spaces and it becomes a danger to students 
when they are leaving the site.   

 
The car park is for staff use only. 

 
Please also show consideration to local residents when 
parking in Highsted Road.  We have had complaints 
from residents about their driveways being blocked by 
parked cars and cars parked in a dangerous manner with 
regards to junctions and safe crossing places. 
 
Highsted Road remains a congested place at the end of 
the school day, due to the high volume of traffic at this 
time.  Could parents and students be reminded of the 
need to demonstrate extra caution with regards to road 
safety when leaving the site. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
HIGHSTED GRAMMAR SCHOOL 
 
Highsted Road 
Sittingbourne 
Kent 
ME10 4PT 
 
Phone: 01795 424223 
Fax: 01795 429375 
E-mail: admin@highsted.kent.sch.uk 
https://portal.highsted.kent.sch.uk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To download a full colour version 
of this newsletter, please go to: 

www.highsted.kent.sch.uk  

Term 5 April 2014 

Tuesday 22 Start of Term 5 
Thursday 24 Year 8 Parents Evening 
 May 
Monday 5 Bank Holiday 
Monday 12 GCSE/AS/A-Level Examinations start 
Tuesday 20 PSHE Education Focus Day 
Friday 23 End of Term 5 
Term 6 June 
Monday 2 Start of Term 6 
Thursday 5 Year 7 Parents Evening 
Tuesday 10 PSHE Education Focus Day 
Thursday 12 Open Evening 
Thursday 19 New Intake Parents Evening 
Saturday 21 Year 5 Day 
Tuesday 24 GCSE/AS/A-Level Examinations end 
 July 
Thursday 3 Year 6 Welcome Day 

Year 12 Higher Education Information Evening 
Friday 4 Sports Day 
Monday 14 Citizenship Week 
Tuesday 22 Lower School Awards 
Wednesday 23 End of Term 6 
 August 
Thursday 14 AS & A-Level Examination Results Day 
Thursday 21 GCSE Examination Results Day 
 September 
Wednesday 3 Start of Term 1 

Staff Development Day – School closed to pupils 
Thursday 4 Staff Development Day – School closed to pupils 

Friday 5 Whole School Returns 

 October 
Friday 24  End of Term 1 


